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TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS SERVICE CENTRE —  
ATAR CALCULATION POLICY CHANGE 

Statement by Minister for Education 
DR A.D. BUTI (Armadale — Minister for Education) [12.01 pm]: Members will be aware of the recent 
announcement by the Western Australian Tertiary Institutions Service Centre, known as TISC, that it had decided 
to remove the 10 per cent bonus applied to mathematics methods, mathematics specialist and languages other than 
English in the calculation of the ATAR. At the outset, it is important to note that TISC is a company limited by 
guarantee, and its shareholders are Curtin University, Edith Cowan University, Murdoch University and the 
University of Western Australia, with the University of Notre Dame Australia being a participating university. Its 
primary purpose is to calculate students’ ATAR scores and process applications for entrance to Western Australian 
universities. It is not a government agency. I met with the TISC chair and CEO in late February and expressed my 
disappointment at its lack of consultation before making such a significant decision. TISC acknowledged that there 
had been no consultation with the Department of Education, the School Curriculum and Standards Authority, the 
Association of Independent Schools of Western Australia or Catholic Education Western Australia. 
TISC provided two reasons for this change. First, it will bring Western Australia in line with other Australian 
states, as WA is the only state providing a “bonus” on top of scaled scores for certain year 12 courses. Secondly, 
it will “level the playing field” for students who may not have the option of, or interest in, studying one or more 
of the ATAR courses that currently attract a bonus. On this question of equity in WA schools, students enrolled in 
Western Australian public schools that do not offer the courses that attract the bonus can access those courses 
through the School of Isolated and Distance Education. I am concerned that there appears to be no analysis or research 
on the impact of the bonuses on ATAR course completions. It is very important that all students are encouraged 
and supported to study the most challenging courses that they are capable of completing as this will provide them 
with the greatest opportunity for success in their future careers. I want students to reach their full potential, and 
the education system must support them in doing so. 
I have asked TISC to put on hold and review its decision until a proper consultation process is completed. This 
must include the broader schooling sector, including students, to fully understand the impacts. I have been approached 
by a lot of parents and students expressing their concerns about this decision by TISC. This is not an organised 
campaign, and each of the representations I have received has explained how this decision will impact them 
personally. I thank everyone who has contacted me and assure them that I will continue to advocate for this decision 
to be deferred, pending a proper consultation process. 
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